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Americans are tired of the posturing 

on the left and the right. They are 
tired of the lack of solutions coming 
from Washington. They don’t want to 
hear us complain about this, complain 
about that, hyperbole on this, hyper-
bole on that. What the people of Ari-
zona have very clearly said they want 
and what the people of our country 
have very clearly said they want is for 
us here in Congress, the only place that 
this problem can be fixed, to fix this 
problem. 

Border security is a joke. Enforce-
ment of our laws at the workplace is a 
joke. We have over 10 million people 
violating the law in our country every 
day. The rule of law—our sovereignty— 
has been undermined. Taxpayers are 
putting up hundreds of thousands of 
foreign nationals a year at the cost of 
over $100 a day. Why not put them up 
at cheap hotels and save three-quarters 
of that? I don’t know, but this is what 
we’re doing. 

Does this make sense to anybody, 
Madam Speaker? The answer is no. 

I have brought this up at almost all 
of my town hall meetings in Colorado, 
and I have yet to find a single con-
stituent—and I have a lot of diversity 
among my constituents. They range 
from the Tea Party patriots on the 
right to the socialists on the left and 
everything in between. Not one of them 
is happy with the immigration system 
in this country. Not one of them is 
happy that we are putting up 300,000 
people a year at the cost of $120 a day. 
Not one of them is happy that we have 
an undocumented population of 10 mil-
lion working illegally in this country. 
Not one of them is happy. Yet, to this 
point, Congress has failed to hear and 
to act upon that. 

I believe that we will continue to fail 
at our own peril and that it is incum-
bent upon this Congress, with the fierc-
est urgency that the American people 
have placed on this issue before us, to 
solve this issue. We are a Nation of 
laws, and we are also a Nation of immi-
grants. That’s why we need to make 
sure that our laws, our immigration 
laws, reflect our interests as Ameri-
cans in order to create jobs for Ameri-
cans, to provide safety and security for 
Americans and to help American busi-
nesses grow and succeed, which is why 
immigration reform is supported by 
chambers of commerce, by business in-
terests as well as by unions, by faith- 
based communities, and by law en-
forcement. 

We here in Congress should not be 
afraid of talking about solving the im-
migration issue. We should be afraid of 
not talking about solving the immigra-
tion issue. Every day that goes by 
without bills being moved forward or 
with bills being dropped or without so-
lutions being discussed is a day that 
the American people will hold their 
Members of Congress accountable for 
not doing anything to solve this press-
ing national issue. 

I yield to my friend from Minnesota. 
Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I was 

just in my district about a week ago at 

a little church called Sagrado Corazon 
de Jesus. It’s right there in south Min-
neapolis where a lot of folks gathered 
from the faith community. They were 
Catholic; they were Protestant; they 
were Jewish; they were Christian; they 
were Muslim; they were Hindu; they 
were of the Hmong spiritual tradition; 
and they were of no faith at all. Yet 
they came together to make an appeal 
to the American people for comprehen-
sive immigration reform. 

I think it’s important to understand 
that the faith community has done a 
tremendous job in making sure this 
issue is at the forefront. The faith com-
munity has done such a great job be-
cause the faith community under-
stands one essential thing, which is 
that all human beings are endowed 
with an inherent dignity which we, as 
fellow human beings, must respect if 
we are going to be in accordance with 
that faith tradition. 

I want to thank them for their advo-
cacy, and I want to let them know that 
I respect and appreciate their work. 

Because I would like to see our an-
chor tonight be able to take the last 5 
minutes to wrap it all up, let me also 
just mention in our waning minutes of 
our presentation that, as I’ve been sit-
ting here, I’ve been checking my Twit-
ter account, and I know that some peo-
ple are happy that we’re talking about 
comprehensive immigration and that 
some people are not. 

Madam Speaker, I just want to say, 
to those folks who are happy about it, 
keep on working hard. We can do this 
thing. To the folks who aren’t happy 
about this discussion topic tonight, I 
just want to say, Madam Speaker, that 
I know people are not happy with the 
current system. The status quo isn’t 
working. Madam Speaker, people can 
say that they don’t like this part of a 
bill or that part of a bill, but can we 
get together as Americans and discuss 
what we are going to do? Because the 
fact is that simply saying ‘‘no’’ is not 
an option. 

I’ll also submit to you that we are 
not going to get 12 to 20 million people 
on a bus and send them back home. 
That’s not realistic. Many people who 
emigrate here without proper docu-
mentation don’t even cross a border. 
They come in on airplanes. These are 
folks whose visas have run out and 
things like that. So just thinking that 
this is an ‘‘other side of the border’’ 
issue is missing much of the com-
plexity that is going on here. 

You’re also not going to incarcerate 
12 to 20 million people. You know, 
Madam Speaker, I had somebody say 
the crimes that the undocumented im-
migrants are committing are, one, 
being here and, the other, taking jobs 
from Americans. Let me just say, if 
you think what they’re doing is a 
crime, Madam Speaker, what you’re 
saying is that we’re going to have to 
have 12 million to 20 million more jail 
cells to put people in. That’s not prac-
tical. 

We need a solution that makes sense, 
that is a pathway toward citizenship. 

We need a solution which does involve 
border security but which also involves 
employer verification so that people 
will not think that they can emigrate 
to the United States without proper 
documentation and just find jobs. 
That’s one of the things that attracts 
folks. 

I will say one more thing, which is 
not in the progressive principles but 
which, I think, we do need to talk 
about. We need to talk about how pov-
erty in other parts of the world, par-
ticularly in our own hemisphere, at-
tracts people to the United States. 
Therefore, we should take a real look 
at our policies—at our trade policies, 
at our ag policies—and see if we are ac-
tually incentivizing people to come to 
the United States. 

If we dump cheap corn into Latin 
America, what happens to the corn 
farmer in Latin America? I think we 
need to ask that question. 

It needs to be part of the conversa-
tion, because I can’t imagine most peo-
ple who are undocumented really want 
to leave their homes, their languages, 
their families, or their friends in order 
to come to a country they don’t know, 
where they don’t necessarily speak the 
language and where they don’t nec-
essarily know anyone just to try to 
make lives. They probably would rath-
er stay home, but there is something 
that is drawing them here, and it prob-
ably has something to do with the 
great economy of the United States. It 
probably also has something to do with 
trade and agriculture policies, which 
have put a lot of pressure on economies 
in this hemisphere. 

So, with that, Madam Speaker, I am 
going to yield back to Congressman 
POLIS for the closing. He has really 
been a champion on this issue, and he 
has really kept the fire burning on it. 
I think, Madam Speaker, that we all 
owe him a debt of gratitude, along with 
other champions like LUIS GUTIERREZ 
and many, many others. 

So I yield back to the gentleman, and 
I thank him for his work. 

Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

With due respect, it is really the 
American people who have kept the 
fire under this issue. The American 
people do not want Congress to con-
tinue to ignore our broken immigra-
tion system. 

What would ignoring immigration 
do? What if we just said we’re not 
going to deal with it, you know, that 
there’s too much to work on? We’ve 
got, you know, health care. We’ve got 
energy. Why bother doing immigra-
tion? 

You know what? Failure to act on 
immigration reform will mean that we 
will likely have twice as many illegal 
immigrants in 10 years than we have 
now—twice as many. Instead of 10 or 12 
million, we could be talking about 20 or 
25 million. The longer we wait, the big-
ger the problem gets. 

The goal of immigration reform 
needs to be to eliminate—to bring to 
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